
SGAE, the Sociedad General de Autores y Editores, is a Spanish organization devoted to the management and defense 

of intellectual property rights for its 80,000 plus members (cinema directors, screenwriters, composers of all genres, 

playwrights, librettist, choreographers, mimes etc). CATA, the technical branch of SGAE, is responsible for a variety of 

technical projects, from providing training and services for the creative industry to planning and building movie 

theatres. The most recent project was to build a brand new, technically advanced post-production facility for audio, 

video and movie post-production, built around a centralized storage system to support the ground-breaking 

infrastructure for end-to-end 2K and 4K workflows. Key components that needed to be supported by the 

infrastructure include the most sophisticated CINEVATOR system, DVS CLIPSTER, Arriscan 4K film scanners, HS-ART 

Diamant 4K film restoration systems, Apple Final Cut Pro editing Bays and a number of other systems including 

Autodesk’s Flame®, Smoke® and Lustre Software Suites.

A key challenge was to find a storage system that would minimize construction costs for the new building, so the 

physical size of the storage system along with total weight, power and cooling requirements, were key factors in the 

decision-making process.

Another requirement was to be able to easily scale storage capacity, enabling CATA not only to become a pioneer in 

4K workflows in Spain, but also to grow their environment to support a number of parallel 2K and 4K projects 

throughout the world.

 

Storage Challenge

Case Study

CATA

CATA selected DVS, a DDN partner and turn-key solution provider for post-production facilities worldwide, to 

implement the storage solution. In addition to the DDN xSTREAMScaler file storage system, DVS provided its own 

CLIPSTER all-in-one Digital Intermediary (DI) workflow product and SpycerBox as intermediary storage for  ingest 

from the ARRI film scanners.

Solution

Benefits

CATA implemented a scalable, high-end Post-Production and DI infrastructure enabling seamless, parallel workflows 

from SD and HD to 2K and 4K.  The easy to manage, centralized storage solution dramatically accelerates project 

completion and thus accelerates revenue generation, while increasing workflow efficiencies and overall productivity.




